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Gauntlet Gazette
The Gauntlet 
celebrates 
six years as a 
shopping 
Arcade and 
Ten years of 
ownership 
by Landlord  
The Gauntlet which opened at 12 
noon on July 4th 2007, celebrated its 
6th Birthday on the 4th July 2013. 
This also commemorated the owners 
10 year anniversary from when he 
purchased the site in July 2003. 

T h e G a u n t l e t S h o p p i n g 
Thoroughfare has 16 shops flanking 
its perimeter and seven flats upon 
the 1st floor. It takes pride of place 
linking the town Centres High street 
with the  the towns Beacon St Johns 
car park. 

The Gauntlet won two LABC  
building awards for excellence In 
2008. They scooped the best of 
county and won the Regional finals 
in Torquay. It takes its place in 
history as arguably the most 
significant building programme in 
Glastonbury town since its original 
mapping out by the Normans in the 
11th century. 

Today the Gauntlet is probably the 
m o s t p h o t o g r a p h e d p l a c e i n 
Glastonbury . It enjoys thousands of 
tourists every year and is known 
world wide.  

The Gauntlet offers starter shop 
u n i t s f o r t h e b u d d i n g n e w 
businesses. It has a broad spectrum 
of appeal from the seasoned pro 
business to the hobbyist. 
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Teddy Bears Stuffed in two 
day court battle in Yeovil 
Done and Dusted ! The long awaited court hearing between ex Tenants Chloe 
and Dan Summerville Trading as Dusty Attic Bears was concluded in Yeovil 
court in June.  

The ex Tenants left their shops in Feb 2010 after a knee jerk reaction to an  
altercation that took place between the site manager at that time Graham 
Slade. Mr and Mrs Summerville wrongly claimed Mr Slade had assaulted 
them at the Gauntlet which made them abandon their shops under the quiet 
enjoyment clause in their Lease. However after studying compelling CCTV 
along with other evidence The Court concluded they did not agree with the 
defence and awarded judgement to the Landlord ordering nearly 13,000.00 
in claim and damages. 

In his summing up of the case the judge said he felt the evidence given by the 
Summerville's were Somewhat exaggerated. He went on to praise Mr Hill for 
his actions throughout the fall out of the incident, stating that Mr Hill fulfilled 
his duties as a Landlord and did all that was possible under the 
circumstances. Mr Hill had held an internal investigation and issued a 
written warning to Mr Slade for his side in the conflict. However Mr Hill 
always believed the managers side of the story which proved three years later 
to be correct. The Manager wasn't perfect but was unjustly wrongly accused. 

The CCTV evidence was utterly compelling, categorically proving that no 
assault had taken place by Mr Slade.  The Landlord Doug Hill said " finally 
the truth has come out" Their pursuit of Slade was relentless as they had 
previously made a complaint to the police, which was also thrown out twice . 
Its done and dusted now and hopefully the Gauntlet can restore its reputation  
and the Bear people can hopefully  move on with their lives. 

New Shops in the Gauntlet 
Shop 16/18 Vintage  Took  over from the Exchange Den in June . Tracey 
sells retro and vintage clothing and goods and is very popular with the locals. 

Shop 17. Pound shop Louise has taken over shop 17 from Vintage that 
moved opposite to 16/18. Everything is a pound ,mainly clothing. 

Shop 21  Gauntlet Lettings Gauntlet Lettings has is the Gauntlet Letting 
office dealing exclusively with the commercial comings and goings. They also 
introduce any non commercial enquiries to Ralph Bending ,the local Agent 
that managers the flats at the Gauntlet. 

Shop 20/22 Sizzling Pan & Omelette Bar The cafe has been taken over 
by chef Alan who has scored a big hit with everyone in the town. He has also 
enjoyed numerous good reviews from Tourists.  

Shop 23 Tip Top Toys Paula runs this toy shop that is positioned opposite 
the cafe on the edge of    the St Johns car park.    

We at the Gauntlet would like to wish all of the above Shops the best of luck. 
In the middle of a recession it takes a lot of courage to take up a retail 
position. From what we can tell so far all have had a great start.
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Photo caption



New Cafe run by popular proprietor Alan
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Tip Top Toys run by Paula 
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